Peace Lutheran Church
Newsletter

Rally Sunday

Rally Sunday, September 13
Worship 10:00 am
Sunday School 10:00 am
MOP Lunch 11:00 am
All are Welcome!

Confirmation Sunday

September 27" 10:00 am
Students arrive by 9:30 am
Bring your stoles

Sunday, September 20", 11:00 am
Pictures and practice

‘

Start Dates
Confirmation Orientation, September 16, 6:00 pm

Confirmation Class, September 23, 6:00 pm
Youth Group, September 23, 7:15 pm
Ringers of Peace, September 14, 6:00 pm

Infusion Choir, September 14, 7:30 pm

20 Northdale Blvd NW, Coon Rapids, MN 55448
763.757.4459

www.peacecoonrapids.org




Pastor Valerie

Dear Members and Friends,

As | write, it is hard to believe that summer is ending and fall
start-ups are just around the corner. This newsletter highlights
upcoming dates, events and activities at Peace Lutheran in the
months ahead.

| will also highlight a few things as we move into September and beyond. If you have a child
who enters sixth grade this Fall, please get them signed up for our confirmation program. This
instruction is open to all 6™ graders and older students who have not completed confirmation.
Orientation night is 6 pm on Wednesday, September 16. This orientation is for all new
students and all returning students. Please note: those now 9" graders and older who believe
they are being confirmed on Sunday, September 27, need to come to the church between 6-
7pm that same evening to pick up their robes for that Sunday. In addition, we need the
students’ baptismal name and scripture verse for the day. Please notify the church office if you
have not done so. We cannot have accurate certificates without the information. Also, we
need a solid list of those who believe they are affirming their baptismal promises. If you have
any questions, contact me or the church office. If you are turning in student information,
contact Julie in the office.

My new assistant, Pastor Adrian, will be leading the program this fall, along with the youth
group opportunities. We will both be present at orientation and are excited for a great turnout!!

We have advertised throughout these last many months for additional Sunday School
teachers. Many thanks to those of you who have volunteered. We would appreciate a few
more volunteers for the program. Thank you in advance for volunteering.

Rally Day is Sunday, September 13. We look forward to welcoming our Sunday School
students and members as we begin another fun year!! Children will have an opportunity to
meet their teachers and have a fun morning!! Worship will be at 10 am. We hope to see
everyone back from summer events and activities!!

Wednesday morning Bible Study resumes on Wednesday, September 16, at 10 am. All are
welcome!! We have a fun group and would love to welcome others! No need to sign up; we
are excited to welcome you!!

There have been some major staffing changes this year. We said farewell to our Intern Pastor
Victoria and welcomed Adrian Lai to our staff. Adrian has been trained at Luther Seminary and
has had some training at Bethel. His ordination is through an independent church. Adrian is
assuming Intern Victoria’s work responsibilities and will be assisting in worship and some
preaching as well! Adrian will be leading confirmation and youth group. Please remember that
youth group is immediately after confirmation and is scheduled from 7-8 pm, and later
depending on the activity and if the location of the activity is off-site.! We will be meeting with
the youth and planning some extra events and fun that are not always on-site. If you would
like to help with youth group, please contact me or the church office!
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Many of you know that Julie Barthels, our Office Manager, is retiring. We will have a celebration
for her on Sunday, September 20, beginning at 10 am in worship with a reception to follow. We
wish Julie all the best in her retirement and thank her for sharing her many gifts over the last
four years!! As Julie is retiring, we are happy to welcome our new office manager, Nathan
Obrestad. Nathan will be a great addition to the staff. Please stop in and welcome him. He will
begin training with Julie on Tuesday, September 8. Nathan has held a similar position at a large
Lutheran Church in the Metro Area.

On a sad note, our organist/pianist, Malcolm Anderson, retired in July. Malcolm will be greatly
missed. He was with us for the better part of 12 years. We wish him well in his retirement. If you
know someone who is a talented pianist, we would love to hear from you. We are currently
needing to fill the position. Organists are more difficult to find though; if you know someone who
is adept at the organ, please contact me in the office. We are currently trying to fill this position.
Be patient with us as we continue our search this month.

Our Stewardship, Financial Well-Being Emphasis: Living in Faith, Giving Through Faith,
Right Now.

As | look at the future of Peace Lutheran, | see all of us. Through faith, God has called us to be
the answer in this time and place. We must remember that the future is not something that
simply happens to us. The future is something, through faith and the leadership of the Holy
Spirit, that we create through what we care for today. The gospel says that what we are to care
for is one another: that we are tenders of the neighbor, a caring community that welcomes
strangers and loves beyond any measure we could ever imagine.

Every generation is entrusted with something precious: our community, our children, our
environment, the gift of our faith and our service through the gospel and through the church
itself.

Being a steward is more than giving: it is recognizing that through faith and the Holy Spirit, we
are called to be the answer. We are the people who can choose to invest rather than consume.
To preserve and build, rather than discard. To build up one another: to leave behind something
stronger, kinder and more hopeful than what we inherited.

No one of us can shape the future of the church alone. Every person has the power to shape a
piece of it, through our faithful giving; through our faithful serving; through our faithful inviting
others to join us.

When we give our time, our resources, our knowledge, our compassion and our leadership, we
say: | believe; | believe in the Lord who calls me to this moment and time: | believe tomorrow
matters, and | am willing to help build it.

The gift of the Holy Spirit is the inspiration and author of the church: we are gifted with faith and
God'’s grace to take responsibility for the church planted here, our faith nourished here, so that
we can go out and be the answer and the word of the gospel spoken and lived out in the world
around us.
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There is no magic about stewardship: there are no perfect words to move us forward to the
place where we intend, through faith, to travel. It’s the Holy Spirit that moves us always: it is
God’s word through Jesus Christ that lifts and sustains us for the very journey each one of us
is called to travel in this life.

This is the season of giving; every season of your life is such. We have some fun and also
some important projects to complete in and around our facility this year. We have some
dreams that are waiting in the wings: we have the power of God’s love for us leading us
through the Holy Spirit to bring into reality all those dreams of the future into the present. As |
have said in some ways: through faith, you are the answer! We aren't left to our own devices;
we have so much to give and to learn and to care for in these coming months.

Let’s start with simple ways: Who are you inviting to worship with you? Who are you speaking
to and sharing your journey of faith with? Are you waiting for others to carry the financial load
of the well-being of your church? These are difficult questions and easy answers. As
Christians, we believe that God, through God’s Holy Spirit, intends for each of us to live a life
of faith. Your faith is a gift from God and real power to change the world, to make real change
in the life of others, to move beyond the imaginations of a time that may or may not be
realized into the reality of what God intends for you and for the church right now.

As your Pastor, | am very excited for the right now of things. | truly believe that God moves
through and within God’s people: to establish our journeys and move us beyond imagination
into the reality of God’s intention for each of us. No one makes the journey alone; we go
together as God’s church in this place and in this time. I'm thankful for those who have been
faithful, the ancestors of our faith, and | am thankful for this opportunity to continue to be the
church together.
Pastor Valerie

Council President

Yes, summer is almost over! The State Fair is just around the corner and then the school year
begins. It always seems like a new year here at Peace with activities for the youth beginning
with Rally Sunday, September 13".

A special thank you goes out to those who helped with VBS this summer. | stopped by a
couple of times and the kids seemed like they were really enjoying the activities. A thank you
to the Men of Peace for providing hot dogs and watermelon on the last day of VBS.

Peace does not function without the many individuals who generously volunteer their time! On
Sunday morning: the greeters, ushers and communion assistants. Those who provide coffee
and treats to bring us time to visit with our friends after service. During the week, the office
volunteers. The ladies who keep the flowers at our main entrance and around the church
looking so lovely. For the many other tasks that are done by volunteers - thank you!

Last, but not least, to the staff that keep everything running smoothly.



All of these individuals, plus Pastor Valerie providing a strong leadership, make the job of
Council President much easier.

Lastly, | would like to remind everyone that we depend on your generous donations to make
this all happen. Please consider additional gifts as you are able.

Blessings to all,
Bill Schmidt, Peace Lutheran Church Council President

Treasurer
Supporting Our Ministry Together

Mission & Ministry Finances

Income Jan - July I
Expenses Jan -July

m 1st Quarter m April mMay mJune mJuly

As we move through the summer months, we're grateful for the generosity and care that
sustains our ministries at Peace. At the end of July, our year-to-date income was $23,444
below expenses. This is a significant gap and your help is needed to bring our finances back
to a healthy level. Every gift—large or small—supports our ministry and enables us to carry
out our mission. Thank you for your faithful commitment to Peace Lutheran.

Greg Loberg, Treasurer
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Come Sing with Infusion!

Thinking about joining the choir? Now is a great time to jump in! Infusion is open to adults,
middle schoolers and high school students—and there’s no audition or musical experience
required! Just bring a willing spirit and a desire to worship together!

We rehearse Monday nights from 7:30-8:30ish in the sanctuary and lead worship about
twice a month. Can’t make every rehearsal or every Sunday? That’'s okay! We'd still love to
have you be part of the group.

Want to give it a try? Join us for a pickup choir on Sunday, September 13,
(warm-up at 9:15 a.m.), followed by rehearsal on Monday, September 14.

Questions? Talk to Trychia on Sunday mornings.

We’d love to have you sing with us! ~ Thanks, Trychia




Sunday School

Sunday school for children aged 3 to 5th grade kicks off on Rally Sunday, September 13th.
Please register at the main office. We look forward to another fun-filled year of learning
about God, his place and purpose in our lives, and how we can best serve Him. Future
activities include a fall fun night and the Christmas program. Please keep an eye open for
future dates and volunteer opportunities.

This summer Vacation Bible School learned all about the nature of God and the nature of
God's creation of the rainforest. The children walked through an imaginative river full of
twinkling lights and pretend Koi fish. They sat by a creative waterfall to sing, listen to the
word of God and play games. We had story time, science study, crafts, music, games and
snacks. The kids also filled a whole wicker basket to the brim with donations for Operation
Christmas Child. Overall, a super fun time!

The nursery is open and available for all children ages 3 and under. If your child isn't yet
ready for Sunday school, please feel free to drop him or her off in our adult-supervised
nursery full of toys, books, puzzles and fun. However, if the nursery isn't the best fit, but your
child still needs a place to move around a bit, please try our children's corners in the back of
the sanctuary. This is a place for your child to quietly be active while attending the service.
Please be respectful of this space and clean up afterwards. Thanks in advance for your
attention to this.
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Confirmation /W/
Welcome Back!

To begin the year, all 6th-8th-grade confirmation students and a parent are required to attend
confirmation orientation on Wednesday, September 16, at 6:00 pm.

Confirmands being confirmed on Sunday, September 27, should come to the church between
6-7 pm that same evening to pick up their robes.

Confirmation class will start the following Wednesday, September 23, at 6:00 pm, along
with the Youth group at 7:15 pm.

On Sunday, September 20, during worship, there will be the Rite of Entrance and %F

presentation of Bibles to 6™ Grade and New Confirmands. Please plan to attend.

Preschool %9

» Our school year kicks off the week of Labor Day with our "Meet the Teacher" events
and then regular classes start on September 14th.

» We have space available in our 3-year-old classes and in our M-F PreK class (4-year-
old class by September 1st) - all other classes are full.

« All staff have returned for another great year with a great team!

NEW! Follow us on Instagram (@peacepreschoolcoonrapids) or on Facebook to keep up
with all of the fun.

Gratefully, Rachel Otterness A C ‘ WP 60%
Preschool Director, 763-754-2383 237

Health and Wellness

Many thanks to all those who participated in the 17th Annual 5K Walk for Mental Wellness on

May 16 at the Coon Rapids Dam. There were around 35 walkers representing Peace, including
several new participants. The walkers enjoyed refreshments, live music (by CODA), and visiting
informational tables. Many many thanks, Peace Walkers!! \
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